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Peace Caravan

The Journey of One Woman in Search of Her Religious and Cultural Heritage

A Forthcoming Book by Marla Mossman and the Peace Caravan Project

Artist Marla Mossman and her Peace Caravan Project are traveling from Jerusalem, Israel to X’ian, China by car, foot, horse, mule and camel to document places of historical and religious significance mentioned in the Bible, the Torah, the Koran and the Veda’s. In a quest to explore her heritage and spirituality and the connection to Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, and Islam she has already taken four expeditions to photograph India, Turkey, Afghanistan and the Middle East countries of Syria, Jordan and Israel. 

Along this route, often called the Silk Road, there is an imminent fear as violence and the encroaching modernization in the region threaten the indigenous way of life. Mossman is optimistic that by sharing photographs and stories from her travels that readers will find a new appreciation for the religious and cultural heritages of these nations and that a new way to peace will reveal itself. 

Mossman’s photos capture the people along her journey in their daily lives and remind us that even though we have differences, we share similar loves, fears, hopes and dreams. Her writings report the intimate moments she experiences with these people along the way. In her blog she shares graphic experiences, her soul searching moments, sleepless nights in fear and terror, and also the many joys she finds as she searches for her faith and reconciliation as she visits these holiest of places. 

Through her photos, on display in exhibitions and on her website, multi-media presentations and ultimately in her upcoming book, Peace Caravan: The Journey of One Woman in Search of Her Religious and Cultural Heritage, Mossman strives to inform and inspire others to achieve understanding and acceptance of the people living along the Silk Road. Honoring their customs provide a peace building network for individuals to share in the exchange of ideas and traditions as they have embraced for over 2,500 years. 

The book will be the primary showcase of the Peace Caravan Project, illustrating the beauty of the landscapes and landmarks, and the dignity and diversity of people Mossman has embraced in her travels, and will serve as a record of the cultures and traditions threatened by the modern day world. 

The New York Foundation for the Arts is the fiscal sponsor of the Peace Caravan Project, as a 501(C)3 organization.  All donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. Donation will enable the continuation of the project to document life today along the Silk Road.  Mossman is seeking funding through grants and contributions. 

A fundraising campaign is currently underway to cover the expenses to complete the final leg of her journey from Antioch, Turkeyl to Xian, China. Additional funds are needed to facilitate an interactive website that links images from the region with personal stories and on-air interviews with local artists, religious leaders, and leading advocates in each of the Silk Road countries encouraging a dialogue for peace. 

Marla Mossman is available to display the incredible photos she’s taken so far on this journey and to talk about her remarkable experiences and for a custom multi-media presentation  For samples of her photos visit www.peacecaravan.com  

Presentations are scheduled in museums and art galleries in the United States with the first major fundraiser for the Peace Caravan Project Exhibition being displayed at the The World Monument Fund Gallery, New York in March 2010. 

To discuss the possibility of having a Peace Caravan an exhibition/presentations to your group contact:  

marla @peacecaravan.com 

For further information about the peace caravan visit http://www.peacecaravan.com
About the Silk Road
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The Silk Road originated as a series of intersecting caravan trails in southwest China that traversed Central Asia, crossed the lowlands of Mesopotamia onward to Jerusalem and the Mediterranean, and ultimately arrived in Rome. Merchants traversed these ancient paths; laden with silk from China, spices from India and furs from the steppes of Kazakhstan, exchanged goods and materials.  

The Silk Road’s significance to religion is eloquently stated by author Richard C. Foltz, “The Silk Road is more than just a conduit along which religions hitched rides… It constituted a formative and transformative rite of passage. No religion emerges unchanged at the end of that arduous journey” (Religions of the Silk Road, St. Martin’s Griffin, NY 1999, page13). Hebrew scholar Samuel Kurinsky in his essays on the “Jewish Traders of the Diaspora” writes of the discovery of rare Judaic glass beads found in several locations amongst the ruins of ancient synagogues suggesting the Silk Road was integral to the Diaspora of the first Jews to Central Asia in the Fifth Century BCE. 

Today precarious political situations exist in many of the Silk Road nations—Western China, Afghanistan, the Middle East, Pakistan, and India are all involved in local wars that are on the brink of escalation. There is an urgent need and awareness from people around the world for openness and cultural exchange to help gain the mutual respect and cooperation necessary for world peace. The mission of Marla Mossman and the Peace Caravan Project aims to nourish the principles of international co-operation, exchange cultural values, share understanding of the environment, and foster the equality of all peoples including women and children.  

About Marla Mossman
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 Marla Mossman                                    Wadi Rum Jordan   2007

Born in Detroit, Michigan, and raised and educated in Canada, Marla Mossman is an international photographer, artist and poet who has traveled extensively documenting the human condition for over 20 years. Avidly interested in promoting arts and education, she co-established non-profit art organizations—MMARTS in London and Art Soup in Santa Barbara, California—both of which developed permanent exhibition spaces for local artists. She is the co-founder of ImagineAsia, a non- profit organization whose mission is to provide education and healthcare to rural Asian communities. Marla has been to the Silk Road region four times. Most recently to the Middle East where she departed from Istanbul, Turkey and traveled solo, overland through Syria and Jordan to Jerusalem, Israel  documenting the Mediterranean terminus of the ancient trade route and desert origins of the three great religions.  

In 2005 she traveled to Afghanistan working with the Ministers from the Department of Transportation and the Department of Education in Kabul and Bamiyan Province. She was the first foreigner and woman to visit Waras a remote part of Central Afghanistan on horseback, with donkey and mules. 

On an earlier trip to Northern India, Marla hiked and backpacked to an altitude of 18,000 ft in the Himalayas to obtain her photographs. She has traveled extensively in Europe and the UK, Peru, Turkey, Thailand, Nepal and Indonesia, and backpacked not only the Himalayas, but also the Inca Trail and the High Sierras. Marla Mossman currently resides in New York City. 

To view Marla Mossman's photographs and fine art images click on link: www.peacecaravan.com
The Audience

The Peace Caravan Project and the accompanying website, the forthcoming book, along with photo exhibitions and presentations by Marla Mossman, attract a wide audience of all ages, cultures, and races.  

Women’s groups find a global connection to this ambitious journey for women pursuing their interests and following their dreams. The Peace Caravan shines a light on the plight of women in that the majority of the photographs portray women from across the globe going about their daily lives. 

Multicultural organizations relate to this historical journey that offers an opportunity to build bridges, to open dialogues within the various ethnic communities, and to find a way to interact on a mutually beneficial level. Similarly humanitarian organizations concerned with finding a means to global peace have a deep interest in the Peace Caravan’s mission. 

Professors and students, clergy and artists, journalists and organizations interested in religion, history, women’s studies and art will all enjoy the images and stories reported from this historical journey. 

Artist Statement

My photography strives, to portray the human condition, representing people in their most natural surroundings. The images from photographic trips to northern, India in 1996, Turkey in 2004-7, Afghanistan in 2005 and Middle East countries: Syria, Jordan and Israel in 2007 illustrate the people and landscapes of the Silk Road. They reflect my style of photography and the type of subjects that convey the essence of the Silk Road as seen in my exhibitions and presentations, the Peace Caravan website, and in the forthcoming book:

Peace Caravan: The Journey of One Woman in Search of Her Religious and Cultural Heritage.

Revealing ourselves to strangers is uncomfortable for most people and speaking a different language complicates the process. It helps that I have an innate honesty that others are drawn to, which allows me to photograph people in private moments.  

Nothing could express this more clearly than the photographs of the men, women, and children of Waras, Afghanistan. The images provide a rare glimpse into the lives of the little known Hazara people. The original descendants of Genghis Kahn—the great unifier of the Silk Road, they live in the mountains of central Afghanistan, in the region of the Great Buddhas. Unfortunately and tragically, the Taliban destroyed the Buddhas in 2001. The Waras villages are situated 200 miles south, and due to their isolation, were never occupied by the Russians of the Taliban. 

I was the first foreigner to visit this remote area, set deep in the valleys of the Surb Kohn Mountains. The images allude to the difficult physical efforts required to undertake a journey of this nature. It is not an easy feat to ride on horseback for six days in the cold Afghan mountains. My photographs of the Helmand River offer a hint at the arid scree covered passes I traversed, for days traveling ten hours on horseback and by foot. Since there are no bridges, swimming in the frigid waters is the only option to cross the great river. My photograph of my donkey, with gourds hanging as flotation devices from his neck says it best, being the last of the group to swim cross the fast flowing waters. Traveling on the road is no luxury when seeking the authentic and this was no exception. The northern terrains of the Silk Road contain rugged, intense mountains making for an arduous journey. Nonetheless, the rewards are worth every ache and sprain.  

The photographs from southern Turkey depict a region steeped in Biblical and pre-Biblical lore and are an example  of an area where great religions have merged. Harran is one of the oldest continuous cities on earth. Here, the first Islamic university, established in the eighth and ninth century was once home to the Muslim and Jewish prophet Abraham. Today, Harran is home to Kurdish people who live in the traditional beehive-shaped houses, unique to the area. In Sanliurfa, forty kilometers north, I spent afternoons in the women’s section of the sacred cave, believed by Muslims to be the prophet Abraham’s birthplace. My photographs show images of women praying, expressing their deep devotion to the patriarch. Other photographs depict the cave’s refreshing atmosphere of a girl’s club with women chatting, laughing, passing the time enjoying the cool protection from the blazing heat outside. 

The three great religions’s first stirring arose from the same dry hot sands becoming the cornerstone of western philosophy.  Today desert life is a mix of camels and jeeps as seen in the photographs from Wadi Rum, Jordan, Palmyra, Syrian, and the Negev in Israel.  Hiigh above the mystical landscapes of Petra, Jordan a Bedouin lights a fire for tea, in the distant background the photograph shows the Monastery carved from the soft red sandstone. Another image shows smooth stone walls darkened from centuries fires, dance with drawings of camels giving hint to their Nabataean history and the once prosperous community.  

Some of the regions I’ve photographed so far in my journey along the Silk Road—Kabul, Herat, Kashmir, Kurdish Turkey, Northern and Eastern Syria,—are extremely dangerous and the utmost caution, precaution and diligence is taken for my safety. However, our media today is focused on taking too many photographs of war. The Peace Caravan Project has a different mission— to illuminate the beauty of our differences, sharing in the knowledge of our one humanity. 

Sample Blog from the Silk Road
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Jark Village, Waras Afghanistan           ©Marla Mossman

I arrive in Hatay,Turkey at dusk, surprisingly eager to explore, after riding a bus that left Kushadasi seventeen hours earlier. I like long bus rides. The time passes quickly with the changing scenery, especially in Turkey where it is similar to flying coach on an airplane—only better. A steward offers water, tea and coffee— sometimes even snacks. With the frequent stops there are always more treats and good food, though it may be at 1:00am in the morning. HAS bus lines provide headphones offering a variety of Turkish music and a comedy movie to watch from a small monitor.  

With the amount of cities I intend to visit on this journey I needed to pack light for the two months on the road. I carry two small suitcases; one stuffed with clothes for all occasions— from business attire for meeting the officials, sponsors and the press—to a warm sweater and a thermal jacket for camping in the desert; a light sleeping bag for low budget hotels, and a bathing suit and wraps for the Dead Sea and Eilat. My second piece of luggage is a high quality rolling backpack that holds my laptop, external hard-drive, three camera bodies, various lens, and a tripod, along with all the necessary cables, chargers, batteries and memory cards. Because of the expensive camera gear, I buy two seats and the bag stays with me at all times. The clothes bag is stowed down below with everyone’s luggage.  

People are often curious when they realize that I am traveling alone. The comment I hear most often is “you are a brave girl” which leaves me feeling a little uncomfortable— as if they put a hex thinking only of the worst possibilities. The truth is, traveling alone comes second nature. I suppose being born in Detroit, Michigan, and raised in Windsor, Canada, that I am used to traveling across national borders into what were then considered somewhat dangerous neighborhoods. 

Immediately after checking into the Antakya Hotel I drop the bags in the room and head for the old city. The many bridges are full with people, their reflections grayed on the Asi River, known in biblical times as the Oronoco when Hatay was called Antioch. Crossing into the old city I notice a scent of cinnamon in the air and discover that the delicious aroma wafting out of the incredible number of sweet shops is Künefe, the local dessert of melted cheese sandwiched between shredded wheat drizzled with warm honey. It seemed everyone is addicted to it; hence, my first impression of Arabic culture is sweetness in the air, the people, and the architecture. I’m in love with this peaceful place whose ancestors were a mixture of many cultures that arrived with the caravans on the western edge of the Silk Road.  

It was in Hatay that I experienced the beauty and grace of traveling alone. I am somewhat intimidated to enter places of worship—not wanting to disobey any observances or customs—and the Ulu Mosque’s half lit entrance intrigued and frightened me at the same time. I must have taken photographs for twenty minutes before entering through the arches to the inner courtyard which magically opened to reveal six lemon trees laden with golden fruit shining in the fading sunlight. I was immediately transformed by the sound of dozens of birds chirping, causing me to let go from the hustling crowds and honking horns from cars and motorcycles outside this calm sanctuary. Men began drifting in from each gate to answer the call to evening prayers. 

The Ulu is Hatay’s oldest mosque while nearby the Church of St. Pierre is where St. Peter preached and founded the Christian community, believed to be the first church in the world. Originally build in a cave, the Crusaders erected an elaborate façade with vaulted arches leading to the stone alter. Today Hatay’s tolerance is depicted in the city’s poster which commemorates Islam, Judaism and Christianity with symbols of the cross, crescent moon and the Star of David. Unfortunately the synagogue like the one in Istanbul was not open when I went to visit the first time. I was told to return the next day at 8:00am but after knocking for several minutes and wandering up several neighboring staircases it appeared locked tight. 

Posted by Marla Mossman to the Peace Caravan website at 3:09 AM, November 2007

Partner Affiliates  

” Marla, Congratulations, we would like to act as fiscal sponsor for your project, Peace Caravan.   I am very impressed with this project and the photos are lovely “     Mary Six Rupert. Managing Officer, Fiscal Sponsorship Awards and Creative Development, New York Foundation for the Arts
The NEW YORK FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS (NYFA)  

NYFA is the Fiscal Sponsor of the Peace Caravan Project As a 501(c)3 organization all donations are fully tax-deductible. NYFA's mission is to empower artists at critical stages in their creative lives and provides the public with opportunities to experience and understand their work. From its inception in 1971, NYFA has functioned as a creative development corporation, helping the arts to flourish in New York State as well as nationally. Each year, NYFA provides more than $11 million in grants and services and offers fellowships to as many as 170 New York State originating artists.NYFA invests in small and mid-sized arts organizations, seeding the growth of innovative programsand strengthening the artistic community. www.nyfa.org

“Congratulations on the life journey you have embarked on. IIPT would be most interested in cooperation with you and your commendable project”. Louis D'Amore Founder  International Institute for Peace through Tourism   

The INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR PEACEFUL TOURISM (IIPT) 

The International Institute For Peace Through Tourism (IIPT) is a not for profit organization dedicated to fostering and facilitating tourism initiatives which contribute to international understanding and cooperation, an improved quality of environment, the preservation of heritage, and through these initiatives, helping to bring about a peaceful and sustainable world. It is based on a vision of the world's largest industry, travel and tourism - becoming the world's first global peace industry; and the belief that every traveler is potentially an "Ambassador for Peace. A primary goal of IIPT is to mobilize the travel and tourism industry as a leading force for poverty reduction.  www.iipt.org
“You are one brave lady, Marla, and I admire your guts. I visited your website and was impressed by your excellent photos. I shall do my best to help you. Gook luck,  Marla”.  Janos Damon, Secretary General, T4PF 

T4P TOURISM4PEACE  

T4P works toward facilitating border crossings and obtaining freedom of movement of tourists and tourism professionals in the area, through lobbying and conducting meetings with relevant authorities in the region. www.tourism4peace.com

“I am delighted that you have an interest in promoting Peace Through Tourism and to promote Cross-Cultural Exchange between peoples. I am also delighted that you would like to work with Skal International and to see how we can provide mutual benefit and support to our common goal. ”.  Mok Singh, International Skal  Councillor. United States Of America 

SKAL INTERNATIONAL 

SKAL is a body of Worldwide Tourism Professionals whose basic Presidential theme is “tourism for peace & friendship”. www.skal.org
“Marla is a photographer who has organized an amazing photography-based Peace Caravan along the Silk Road. Her photos are magnificent and so is her work.”  Sarah McCue President PeacexPeace 

PEACE X PEACE  

Peace X Peace, an international organization that uses the Internet to connect women of diverse cultures for personal communication, education, and mutually supportive collaboration.  www.peacexpeace.org 

For information how you can become a Peace Caravan Project Sponsor please contact: info@peacecaravan.com
Resources

 The Website 

With further funding the interactive website is a major component of the Peace Caravan Project www.peacecaravan  and serves as a contact point and information resource during the actual travels. While en route, the website allows interested parties from around the world an opportunity to exchange and share ideas. Articles, essays, and interviews will be uploaded weekly along with Marla Mossman’s blog, recording in words and images the latest progress from Silk Road locations. 

In addition, the website provides expanded photo galleries for portraits, location descriptions, and local histories. The viewer will find easy navigational to Silk Road locations with the latest interactive topographical maps that pinpoint key cities along the 12,000 km route.  

Educational Lecture and Presentation Series 

The Peace Caravan’s educational outreach program offers multi-media lectures and presentations by Marla Mossman. Presenting photographs and telling stories from her journeys to help inspire and engage students to work together towards peace and understanding between cultures and to recognize the value and equality of all people.  

 ‘Marla Mossman visited my honors program last spring. She is an amazing photographer who is on a personal journey to promote acceptance, tolerance and understanding in areas of turmoil and conflict along The Silk Road. For my students she did a photo-lecture on her solo journey in Afghanistan to meet with school teachers in remote villages that required several days of travel on foot, mules and horses. One image of swimming across a freezing river with Nikons carried overhead will stick with me forever. She speaks about daily life and education in these remote places, really bringing home the landscape and people of Afghanistan. 

She has other talks framed around the multiple religious heritages along The Silk Road and what it is to travel solo as a woman in areas of political conflict. She has much to say about women in central Asia.

Her project is called Peace Caravan, and she has been taking these lectures to universities.  My students found her riveting and flooded her with questions. One of my students became her summer intern and said that it opened her up to many professional possibilities.“   Dr. Joan Digby, Director, Honors Program C.W. Post Long Island University 

"...a very big thank you for sharing a wonderful presentation with us.  It was truly inspiring, beautiful, and provocative."

Tony Hughes, Ph.D.

Professor, English Dept.

Hilbert College

Links 

• Marla Mossman Arts http://www.marla.net
• Peace Caravan www.peacecaravan.com 

• New York Foundation for the Arts www.nyfa.org 

PRESS RELEASE upon request 

info@peacecaravan.com 

Peace Caravan Events

Selected Multimedia Presentations


Hilbert College
Visiting Artist Program
March 24, 2010
7:30-8:30 pm Artist Reception to follow
Swan Auditorium
5200 South Park Ave.Hamburg, NY  14075
Contact: Dr. Anthony Hughes (716) 649-7900

University of West Virginia

Nath Lecture Series/Festival of Ideas
March 15, 2010

7:00-8:30 Honors College

250 Second Street

Morgantown, WV 26506-6635

Contact: Lisa Verlinder assistant

To Dean Garbutt (304) 293-2100

University of San Antonio

Women’s History Month Lecture Series

March 4, 2010

12:30 -1:00pm

University of Texas at San Antonio

One UTSA Circle

San Antonio, TX 78249

Contact: Caroline Castellanos

Assistant Director of Student Programs

210-458-6462

